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A biplane took off from the Cottbus (N 52/A 57) airficld at 5:50 p.m. on
11 July 1950 and landed again at 7:10 pom. Three single-engine plancs,
which were not identified, were towed out of a hancar at 7 p.m. The
hangars were open and unoccunied, (1) the bomber wnit  50X1-HUM
which wag nrunouoly stationed at the was wansierred to Drewitz
(0 52/a 68). (2) Aboutb0 percent of the Iarraclfs buildings north of the
Cottbus~turg (N 52/A L47) road were lighted at night. The tarracks build-
ings were occupied by soldiers we&ri&b‘bomered Plpe. and re?-
bordered black epaulets, Ambulance fuel iruck and
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entered and left the field., (3) A fuel dump was in the northern
section of the field. No radar sets or aircraft crates were secn.

The construction workers at the field were ¥elieved at 6 D.1, The new
shift of 200 to 250 laborers included women, Ahout 60 to 70 workers were
escorted to the woods west of the hangars which might indicate that
construction work was also in progress there, Four railroad csrs were
standing in a large shed of the building materials dump in the south-
western corner of the old landing ficld. A crane unloaded sand fronm the
railroad cars into four towers at the side of the shed., From there the
sand was loaded into dumpcars running on narrow-gauge railroad tracks.

Pegs, of the same type as thosc uscd for the construction of the new run-
way were driven into the ground along the old rumwey extending from the
northeastern corner of the field to the soutlwest., The old rumway was

being widened on both sides. A building material dump with sheds and cantone
ment buildings was north of the interscction of the two old runways. This
new dump was connected with the old durp by narrow-gauge railway tracks.
About 20 workers laid tracks of the sace gaupe as the Spreewald railway in
the southorn section of the {ield. There was continuous traffic of dum=

cars towed Yy diescl locomotives on narrow=-zauge tracks.

Vlorkers said that the target date for commletion was set by the Serict enne
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struction supervisors for 1 October 1950, The order was allegedly giwen
on 1 July 1950 that construction work was to he completed by 1 September
1950, and for this new work force were drafted from the Forst (0 52/0 77)
area, (L)

(1)

(2)
(3)

Comments.,

The Cottbus airfield is not occunied by an air wmit. Individusl courier
planes occasionally land there. The three single-engine nlancs were prob-
ably only stationed at the field temnorarily. The occupation of the field
by a large air unit is not possible at sresent hecause of the construction
work,

The trans A : i A Cotthus to Drewitz was reported
before,
From the motor vehicle » air force ground units are still stationed
in Cottbus. This indicates a nossible reoccupation of the field by an air
unit, upon completion of the construction work. Army units are also quar-
tered in the barracks buildings at the field.

This is the first report that the target date for the completion of the
construction has been advanced., It is nossible that the expansion work
under way at the various airfizlds is to be commleted Letween 1 September
and 1 October 19%0.
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